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	NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2013


Dear Parent/Guardian
Once again we are already in the middle of a very busy term.

First Communion & First Confession
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Many thanks to the parents who came to meetings for First Confession and First Communion they were very well attended and thank you for your support in bringing your child to the Enrolment Mass.  I hope you continue to give your child this support by attending mass each Sunday.  Can I remind you that First Reconciliation is in St. Benedict’s Church on Tuesday 12 March at 7pm for the children of both parishes.

Catholic Education Week




This week has seen the children & staff celebrate Catholic Education Week through Prayer Services, Mass, Assembly and Stations of the Cross.  We are very proud in St Benedict’s Primary of our strong Catholic ethos and it has been wonderful this week to take the time to reflect and celebrate this.  I would like to thank Mr Byatt for organising the week.
Money Week
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I hope you enjoyed the ‘Money Week’ showcase and were impressed by your child’s efforts in money matters and their commitment to the £1 challenge.  The children invested the money and tried to make a profit on their investment, they then had to pay 33% in tax (a lesson in life) to the taxman (school funds).  The remainder of the money they will use to buy resources for their classes.  The money raised with the 33% will be put towards our charitable Lenten Campaign.  I would like to thank the Finance Group for their hard work in organising ‘Money Week’.

Lenten Campaign
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As you are aware our Lenten Campaign each year is a big push to raise money for a selected charity.  This year we feel we would like to try something different as you have been more than generous in giving money to ‘Money Week’ and our Christmas activities.  We felt that this year we would have a campaign where the children give something back to their local community and the Senior Citizens within it.  I met with the Student Council and they had some excellent ideas which I will share with you in more detail after the mid term break.  
Congratulations
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The school was a finalist in the ‘Determined to Make Movies 2012’ run by Glasgow City Council, Glasgow Film Theatre. Go Safe Scotland & Strathclyde Fire & Rescue.

Congratulations to the P 7 children involved in the project; Leah Gallagher, Helena Dobbs, Chloe Thomson, Faith Sindick, Andrew Lafferty & Ross Slaven.  We have a future film star in our midst with Faith Sindick picking up the best presenter/

actress Award for Primary Schools.  Well done Faith!
The primary 4 children attended the Awards’ Ceremony for ‘Determined to Animate’ on Wednesday 6 February as they were also finalists in that competition.  The school also won the top award for best animation cover.  Congratulations to Primary 4. 
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I would like to thank Mrs McKee for sharing her expertise in this area of work which has resulted in the school being nominated & winning awards

St Vincent’s, East Kilbride
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The children from a South Lanarkshire school, St Vincent’s are doing a project on Glasgow and would like to visit a Glasgow school and speak to Glasgow school children.  They will visit St. Benedict’s on Friday 8 February to speak to our Primary 7 children.

Forestry Commission
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Members of the Forestry Commission will work with several classes on Thursday 7 February, they will go for a winter forest walk.  Please ensure that the children of Primaries 1, 3/2 & 6 are suitably dressed with wellingtons or walking boots and warm outdoor clothes.

Secret Student

Congratulations to the children of Primary 2a and Primary 7 who won the secret student for last term.  the children chose to go to Adventure Planet the cost of which was covered by the school.

Gymnastics
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The children of the school gymnastic team will take part in a competition on Thursday 14 February, I am sure you will join with me in wishing them every success.
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Roots of Empathy
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The children of Primary 4 are working with Westerhouse Nursery on the ‘Roots of Empathy’ Programme in which a new born baby visits the class with its mum and the children observe the child’s development and relationship with mum building up an

understanding of

emotions and empathy.  The programme aims to reduce levels of aggression among school children while raising their social/emotional competence.  The children have been welcoming Carys and her mum each month
On Monday 18 February as part of the programme a mentor from Canada, where the project originated, will visit Primary 4 to support the class & child.

Quality Assurance Visit

The school has its termly Quality Assurance Visit in a fortnight this is when an officer from the Authority comes to see Teaching & Learning in St. Benedict’s and the work of the school.  I will be able to provide him with the very positive feedback you gave at the recent Open Afternoon.

Shettleston Harriers
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I am delighted to say that representatives from Shettleston Harriers are now coming into the school for the after school running clubs on a Wednesday & Friday night.  They are also coaching Primary 6 on a Wednesday afternoon, we are very grateful for their support.
Holiday
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Can I remind you that the children are on holiday Monday 11 & Tuesday 12. February and Wednesday 13 February is Inset Day 4 and the children should not report to school.

PLPs

You will receive your child’s evaluated and new PLP on Friday 15 February.  The Personal Learning Plan has your child’s learning target for the remainder of the term, I would be grateful if you could work with your child in working towards his/her targets.

Shortage of Staff
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Unfortunately since Miss Hutchinson left to go to New Zealand at Christmas we have been unable to get a replacement for her and we are currently a teacher down.  This has resulted in Mr Byatt being fully class committed since January.  We hope to get a teacher soon but there appears to be a shortage of teachers across the city.

Sandshoes
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A number of children across the school do not have sandshoes.  I would be grateful if you can ensure that your child has sandshoes at school.

School Uniform
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Can I ask you to ensure that your child’s school uniform has his/her name on it.  The lost property box is building up with garments which are not labelled.
Mobile

Can I reiterate that children should not have mobile phones at school.  These are expensive items which are not covered by insurance.  If in an emergency situation you feel it necessary for your child to bring a phone to school your child should had it into the school office.
PTA

The next PTA meeting will be on 18 February at 2.00pm in the school.  Any parent interested in joining the PTA is welcome to come along to the meeting.

Calendar of Events

Wednesday 6 February  

am - Mrs McKee to Glasgow Film Theatre with P4 children

am - P7 to swimming

pm - P7 to Holocaust Exhibition at Lochend Community High School

Thursday 7 February
9.00-10.15 am   P1

10.45am-12.15pmP3/2

1.15-2.45pm P6

The above classes go to a winter forest walk with representatives from the Forestry Commission.

am – School Mass

Streetwise Programme
with FARE - P7

Friday 8 February

am - Primary 3 Assembly

pm - Big Golden Time

1.00pm  St Vincent’s East Kilbride to visit

Monday 11 February
Holiday
Tuesday 12 February

Holiday

Wednesday 13 February

In Set Day 4 for staff.

Children on holiday.

Ash Wednesday

Thursday 15 February

St Benedict’s Gymnastic team to Kelvin Hall.

Friday 15 February

9.30am Assembly for parents of P3.

Tea party

FARE  P7

Monday 18 February
Students from John Wheatley college to school for playground games with p1 & 2.

Mentor from Canada for Roots of Empathy to Primary 4
Tuesday 19 February

Catch up on Dental Check.

St Andrew’s Sec staff working on Celtic Music Project.

P3 – Sea Life Centre, Loch Lomond Shores

Wednesday 20 February
‘Recycling Heroes’ drama workshop for P5

P7 to swimming 

Shettleston Harriers to P6

Thursday 21 February

Quality Assurance Visit
P7 to Police Museum

Friday 22 February
Student of the Month
Assembly by P2

Tuesday 26 February
Celtic Music Project P6&7

Wednesday 27 February
Shettleston Harriers P6

P7 to Swimming
Monday 4 March

Junior Road Safety officer to visit.
Student Council meeting.

Wednesday 6 March
Shettleston Harriers
Thursday 7 March

FARE to P7

Tea Party

Tuesday 12 March
First Reconciliation 7.00pm in 
St Benedict’s Church.
Week Beginning 
18 March

Literacy Week

Tuesday 19 March

Booze Busters P1-7

Wednesday 20 March

Primaries 4 & 5/4 to Science Centre

P7 to swimming

Thursday 21 March
FARE P7
Friday 22 March

Primaries 7 & 7/6 to Science Centre
Friday 29 March

Good Friday School Holiday.

